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VINDICATION 


The Cauſe of the Catholics of Feland. 


THE GENERAL COMMIT TEE of the CATHOLICS. 
of IxELAND, finding, with the deepeſt concern, that their 

Principles and Conduct have been miſunderſtood and 
miſrepreſented in a variety of late Publications, and 
fearing leſt ſilence on their part might be ſuppoſed to 

proceed either from a conſciouſneſs that the charges 

made againſt them were juſt, or a diſregard to public 
opinion, think proper to publiſh the following 


EXPOSITION OF THEIR OBJECTS AND 
THEIR MOTIVES, 


$ . 
* 
— 


FT ER a century of Pains and Penalties, in which 
period the moſt ſevere and minute inveſtigation had 
not been able to attach on them one inſtance of diſloyalty, 
the Catholics of Ireland ventured to approach the Govern- 
ment of their Country; and, with all humility, to hope 
for ſome relaxation of the oppreſſive ſyſtem of laws under 
which they groaned. For this purpoſe, in 1790, a Deputa- 
tion from their Body, prepared a Petition to Parliament 
of ſo modeſt a tenor as to aſk for nothing ſpeęific, but 
merely that their caſe ſhould be taken into conſideration: 
With this Petition they waited on the Miniſter, to implore 
the countenance and protection of Government but 
in vain und not only ſp, but the Catholics of Ireland, 


” N ee 
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conſtituting, at the wat three-fourths of the inhabitants 
of the kingdom, had not ſufficient influence to induce 
any one Member of Parliament to bring in their Petition! Fi 


In 1791, a Tecond Deputation of Twelve of their Body 


waited on the Miniſter, with a lift of the Penal Code; and 


again, without preſuming to point out any ſpecific meaſure, 
_ -- humbly ſubmitted the whole to the wiſdom and humanity of 

Government, to remove any part which they might think 
fit; and fo low was at that time the ſpirit—ſo abject the 
ſituation, of the Catholics, that the ſmalleſt relaxation of 


their flavery would have been received and acknowledged 


as the greateſt favour.—But it did not pleaſe the Miniſter to 


conſider either their ſufferings or their gratitude ; occupied: 


in more ſerious concerns, he had not leiſure or inclination 
to attend to their complaints, and Three Millions of faithful 
and loyal ſubjects were turned away from the Coy 
without even the ceremony of an anſwer! _ 


Repelled by Government here, it was dienmined to try 


the Government of England; and, for this purpoſe, one of 

the Catholic body was delegated, to lay before his Majeity's 

confidential miniſters a ſtate of the n, of the Ca- 
tholic ſubjects of Ireland. 


In conſequence of this N a negociation was 
inftituted ; at the cloſe of which it was wnderſtood—that 
the Catholics might hope for four objects: Grand -Juries, 
County-Magiſtracies, High-Sheriffs, and the Bar : admiſſion 
to the Right of Suffrage was alſo mentioned, and taken 
under conſideration. But the enemies of their emancipation 


had in the mean time not been idle;—every art was uſed 


to divide and diſtract, and conſequently to baffle, the ſtrength 
and councils of the Catholics. An addreſs was procured, 
ſigned by ſeveral reſpectable gentlemen, moſt of whom were 
utterly ignorant of the negociation then going forward in 
England, by which the Catholic claims were fubmitted to 
thie good pleaſure and diſcretion of the Government here; 
and nothing ſpecific demanded :- equal diligence was uſed to 

| ſhock the prejudices and alarm the fears of the Proteſtants 
of the Country, and to render them inimical to the wiſhes 


of their brethren. Whereſoever it was hoped that influence 


could reach, it was exerted to the utmoſt ; an outcry was 


raiſed | 
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raiſed and eines; particularly in the tba of 


Dublin and one or two others of inferior note, reprobating 
the claims of the Catholics, and full of alarm for the ſafety 


of ſome undefined metaphor which was called the © Proteftant 
Aſcendancy. Particular pains were taken to vilify- and 
aſperſe the General Committee, and to hold them up as au 
aſſembly of obſcure, deſperate and factious men, Who de. 
ſgned nothing leſs than a total ſubverſion of "—_ * 
eſtabliſned in church and ſtate. 


Under theſe ill-boding auſpices, Parliament metin a January 
1792, On the firſt day of the Seſſions, notice was given 
by a reſpectable Member, of a Bill intended to be introduced 
for the relief of the Catholics : and on the 4th day of 
February the Bill was introduced; containing four heads :— — 
The Bar, ſubject to excluſion from the rank of King's 
counſel ;—intermarriage with Proteſtants, ſubject to the 
disfranchiſement of a Proteſtant huſband marrying a Popiſk 
wife; and further ſubje& to the puniſhment of death to 
any Catholic clergyman performing ſuch ceremony, altho? 
by ſomething, which ſcarce any. deference to the wiſdom 
or goodneſs of the legiſlature can prevent from ap- 
pearing at once a contradiftion and a cruelty, ſuch 
marriage is declared aull and void the privilege of teaching 
| ſchool, without obtaining a licenſe from the ordinary; and, 
finally, the privilege of taking more than two apprentices, 
Such was the Bill ſubſtituted for that which, in all human 
probability, would have been obtained, but for the arts f 
ſome deſigning, and the credulity of ſome honeſt men; ; 
and ſuch was the relief for which the Catholics of Lrelans 

were ordered to be grateful and contented, 


While this Bill was in progreſs, the great body of Catho- 
lics, acting by their Committee, preſented a Petition to 
Parliament; and, becauſe it was openly ſaid that they were _ 
proceeding on a principle of indecent menace and intimida- 
tian, and that the Houſe was called on to aſſert its dignity, ' 
and to cruſh ſuch audacious violence in the outſet, it is 
neceſſary, for the juſtification of the Committee, to? re- 
publiſh the Petition, which was as follows ; 


Wo 
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«© THAT as the Houſe has thought it expedient to direct 
& their attention to the ſituation of the Roman Catholics 
« of Ireland, and to a further relaxation of the Penal 
« Statutes ſtill ſubſiſting againſt them, they beg leave with 
« all humility, to come before the Houſe with the moſt 
& heartfelt aſſurance of the wiſdom and juſtice of Parlia- 
„ ment, which is at all times defirous moſt graciouſly. to. 
attend to the petitions of the people; they therefore 
« humbly preſume to ſubmit to the Houſe their intreaty 
that they ſhould take into their conſideration, whether 
„ the removal of ſome of the civil incapacities under which 
& they labour, and the reſtoration of the Petitioners to 
& ſome ſhare in the Elective Franchiſe, which they enjoyed 
long after the Revolution, will not tend to ſtrengthen the 
« Proteſtant ſtate, add new vigour to induſtry, and afford 
protection and happineſs to the Catholics of Ireland; 
t that the petitioners refer with confidence to their conduct 
« for a century paſt, to prove their uniform loyalty and 
„ ſubmiſfion to the laws; and to corroborate their ſolemn 
declaration, that if theyobtain from the juſtice and benig- 


* nity of Parliament ſuch relaxation from certain incapa- 
& cities, and a participation in that Franchiſe which will 


e raiſe them to the rank of Freemen, their gratitude muſt be 
* proportioned to the benefit; and that, enjoying ſome ſhare 
« in the happy Conftitution of Ireland, they will exert 
« themſelves with additional zeal in its conſervation. ” 


Of this petition whatever may be the faults, it can ſrarce. 

ly be ſaid with truth that inſolence of lapguage is one of 
them. It is a petition ſo humble, that it can hardly be ſaid 
to be a petition at all; for it aſks nothing, or next to no- 
thing: the prayer of it is, not to be reſtored to any right 
or poſſeſſion, but merely that the Houſe ſhould take into con- 
Aideration whether the removal of $OME of the grievances of the 
Petitioners might not be compatible with Proteſtant ſecurity, at the 


Same time that it would enſure the happineſs of the Catholics of 
Ireland. —Surely this is not the language of menace or int1- 


midation. 5 
Humble however, if not abject, as this petition may be 
thought by ſome, it did not eſcape a very ſevere condemna: 
tion.— It was, contrary to the * cuſtom of Parlia- 
ment, 
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ment, and to that indulgence uſually ſhewn to thoſe who come 
humbly to ſupplicate their compaſſion, taken off the table, and, 


by a very large majority. rejected! by which the Houſe did 


refuſe, not to grant any relief to the petitioners, for that the 
petition did · not venture to demand, but even to take their caſe 
into conſideration. Whether regard be had to the numbers, 
the loyalty, the merits or the ſufferings of the men who - 


5 were thus driven from the door of the Legiſlature with 


To harſh a condemnation of their hopes, it may perhaps he 
thought, that their Petition, as well from the extreme mo- 


deſty of the demand, as the, almoſt, ſervility of the language, 


might have been ſuffered to die in filence,' without going 
thro' the ceremony of a public and ignominjous execution; 
but this ſpirit of rejection was not confined to the Petition 


of the Catholics—it extended alſo to their friends ;—the 


opulent, liberal and ſpirited town of Belfaſt had petitioned 
that the Catholcs might be releaſed from the reſtrictive ſta- 
tutes at preſent in force againſt them, and ſo be reſtored to 
the rank of Citizens: their Petition was taken off the 255 
ble, and by a ſpecific vote rejected alſo! | 


During the whole progreſs of the bill, a line was tudiouſly 
drawn, at leaſt in argument, between thoſe gentlemen who | 
had addreſſed, and the Committee who had petitioned, —The 
former were denominated, the ( virtuous, and the vene- 
Fable, the learned and the liberal: the latter were loaded 
with many ſevere epithets; and it was particularly inſiſted _ 
and urged, as one ſtrong reaſon for the unprecedented con- 
tempt with which their petition had been rejected - that 
they were an obſcure faction, confined merely to the Ca- 
pital—diſowned by the great body of the Catholics—ig- | 
norant of their ſentiments, and 1 rer ee to pet or 1. 
on their behalf. 


Under theſe gircumſtances of diſgrace ad obloquy 
heaped on the Committee, the Bill was paſſed; and the 
Seſſions terminated; but the Catholies were not ſatisfied i 
Their minds were rouſed to a due ſenſe of their ſituation, 
and they determined to perſevere. Previous, however, to 
making any farther application, the Committee, following 
the example of their brethren in England, which had been 
attended with ſuch conciljatory effects, and in ae 


— 
— — i» Fre — . <4 Abo ragr + emcee; ro I" 4 a 5 2 
* 4 * 


(6) 5 
f the advice of many of their beſt friends and ableſt 
ſupporters, reſolved to give to the Legiſlature and their 
Country the fulleſt ſatisfaction in/their power, on all topics 
of their faith; which were, however remotely, connected 
with the principles of good order and government.—For 
this purpoſe, they-anxioully attended to every objection and 


every propoſal, whether refulting from motives of friendſhip 


or enmity, to ſecure or to ſubvert their hopes of emanci- 


| pation; they conſulted thoſe who, from their ſituation and 


purſuits; were beſt acquainted with the difficulties and the 
doubts exiſting in the minds of their Proteſtant brethren; . 
they diligently ſtudied for the modes moſt likely to give 


complete ſatisfaction on all thoſe points; and, finally, after 
.due and earneſt deliberation, they publiſhed a. Declaration 


which is annexed The meaſure has completely anſwered 
jts purpoſe the Declaration has been figned, it may be 
ſaid, UNIVERSALLY, the Catholics of all deſcriptions 
through the kingdom, Clergy and Laity: It has received 
the warm approbation of all the ſupporters, and has im» 
poſed ſilence on many of the opponents, of Catholic 
Emancipation, 


Having thus cleared the way in a certain degree, by the . 


removal of prejudices ſo long operating in their disfavor, 


and ſo diligently propagated and continued by all who 


wiſhed that Ireland ſhonld- remain difunited, and conſe. 
quently feeble; wiſhing to pay every poſlible reſpeft and 


deference to the Legiſlature, which had expreſſed doubts 


as to what were the real ſentiments and wiſhes of the 
Catholic Body; convinced that to induce that auguft 
Aſſembly to afford relief to Three Millions of loyal and 
peaceable ſubjects, they only wanted to be ſatisfied that it 


was their unanimous and earneſt deſi re, and feeling the 
 indiſpenſible neceſſity of an organ, whereby the unequi- 


vocal ſenſe of 41. the Catholics of Ireland might be fairly 


collected and fully expreſſed, the Committee deviſed a 


Plan*, whereby the ſentiments of every individual of that 


body in Ireland ſhould be aſcettained. 


Immediately on the appearance of this Plan, a general 


Ficery was raiſed _—— it e ee 


(piracy 
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ſpiracy——Treaſon ! was echoed from county to county; 
and Grand-Jury, to Grand- Jury even ſome of the 
Legiſlators of the land, high in the confidence of their 
Sovereign, and armed with all the influence of ſtation and 
office, did not diſdain to preſide at thoſe meetings, and 
ſtand foremoſt in a premature arraignment and condem- 
nation of thoſe merits aud thoſe claims, on Which, inanother 
place, and in another function, they were finally to deter- 
mine ; artfully forecaſting that, at a future day, they might | 
appear to act but in conformity and obedience to the very 
clamour which themſelves had raiſed. _ 


From the violent and outrageous Aenne of 1. 

guage held by ſome of thoſe Grand- Juries, it might be 
thought that. the Catholics of Ireland were on the. eve 
of a general inſurrection, ready to hurl the King from his 
Throne and tear the whole frame of the Conſtitution to 
pieces! The ſolemn tender of Lives and Fortunes, a meaſure 
that ſhould be reſerved for the laſt neceſſities of the State, 
for the actual invaſion of a foreign enemy, or the im- 
pending, ruin of a national bankruptcy, was repeated till 
it became ridiculous ;—even the peaceful corporation of the 
Capital caught the contagious frenzy and the Common 
Council of Dublin as, made a tender ol their lives and 
their fortunes.” . 


It is not eaſy to do dee to thoſe 4 but * 
extracts The Leitrim Grand Jury denominate the Plan 
an inflamatory and dangerous publication;” and declare, 


2 4+ WM that they feel it neceſſary to come forward at this period 


to declare, that they are ready to ſupport, with Heir Lives 
« and Fortunes, our preſent moſt valuable conſtitution in 
„Church and State; and that they will 78% to the utmoſt of 
« their power, the attempts of any body of men, however 
numerous, who ſhall preſume to threaten innovation im 

either.“ The firſt ſignature to this paper is that of | 
| gentleman, a member of the Legiſlature, and poſſefling, 
the very ennie 9 of Collector of the Port of 
Dublin. : : 


The Grand- Jury of the 8 of Cork denominate _ 
the Plan © An unconſtitutional proceeding of the 'moſt 
"” ming, dangerous and ſeditious tendency an attempt to 

| | „ cor 
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4 overawe Parliament; and ſtate their determination to 


s protect and defend with their Lives and Fortune: the ee 
conſtitution in Church and State, 


The Grand - Jury of the County nn after the 


uſual epithets of „ alarming, dangerous and ſeditious, 


aſſert that the Plan ( calls upon the whole body of the 
Roman Catholics of Ireland to aſſociate themſelves in the 
* metropolis of this kingdom, upon the model of the 
National Aſſembly of France, which has already plunged 
I that devoted country into a ſtate of anarchy and tumult, 
„ unexampled in any civilized nation:“ they ſtate if to be an 
attempt fo overawe Parliament: they mention their - ſerious 
and ſenſible-alarms” for the exiſtence of our preſent happy 


eſtabliſhment in Church and State, and their determination, 


at the hazard of every thing dear to them, to uphold and 
maintain the Proteſtant intereft of Ireland. To theſe two 


laſt appears the ſignature - a noble ee who was foreman 
of both Juries. 


Ihe Grand-Jury of Sligo reſolve That * vill at all | 
« times, and by every conſtitutional means in their power, 
« reſiſt and oppoſe every attempt now making, or hereafter to le 
6 made by the Roman Catholics, to obtain the Elective 


« Franchiſe ; or any participation in the government of the 


& country "4s find conclude with a tender of their lives _ 


fortunes. 


The Grand Jury of; Donegal deckire that, tho' « They 


„ regard the Catholics with tenderneſs,” they will ! maintain, 
« at the hazard of every oy dear to them, the Proteſtant Inte- 
« reſt of Ireland.” 


The Grand -Jury of Fermanagh, profeſſing alſo The 
warmeſt attachment to their Roman Catholic brethren,“ 
| feel it however © neceſſary to come forward at this period 
4 to declare—that they are ready with their lives and fortunes 
' 6.40 ſupport our preſent invaluable Conſtitution in church 
4 and ſtate; in which declaration they are abetted and con- 

- firmed by the approbation of three noble Lords, expreſſed 
by their ** res to the ſaid declaration. 


The Grand- Jury of Derry, after expreſſing their appre- 
henfions, leſt their proceedings may lead to the formation of 


«an 
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4 an lieraschy; evriiting partly of laity, which waa de- 
ſtroy the Proveftant Aſcenduncyſ the freedim of the 'Eleftive 


Fraachiſt, and the eſtabliſhed eonſtitution of this country 3 
tender their /ives and far tunes to fupport tlie happy conftitu< 
tion as eſtabliſhed at the revitu/lon of 1688 ; a period whih; i it 


is to be remarked, the Catholies of Ireland Poſeſted the 


right of franchiſe, ſubject only to the taking a very 
oath of allegiance compriſed in to lines. A pes „ 


Without preſuming to draw any inference, the ö the 


beg leave here to ſtate a plain fact: A very great majority 
of the lead ing ſignatures affixed to theſe reſolutions, are 


thoſe of men either high in the government of their country, 


or enjoying very luerative plabes under that government; 


or poſſeſling extenſive borough intereſt. The Committee will 


not ſuppoſe that ſuch conſideratiotis could have *any * 
ence on the conduct of thoſę gentlemen; or that they 
poſſibly bring their minds to think of ſacrificing the Ly 
of Three Millions of people to the advancement, of their 
own private intereſt: be; their motives what PP mays the 
fact is as it has been now ſtated. 11 An 07 bw 


It is a much more pleafing A Oomitaittes to 0 
ſerve, with the ſincereſt gratitude, that many reſpectable 


Grand-Jurors had the magnanimity to reje@, with ſcorn 


the idea of dooming ſo large a portion of their countrymen 
to perpetual and hopeleſs flavery ; and diſdained to become 


accomplices in the political beer of 1 „ 


happineſs of Ireland. 1 7 0 10 1 


perhaps enough has been bellt to furniſh s an adequate 
idea of the ſpirit of thoſe compoſitions; yet one or two re- 
main behind, which claim peculiar notice, as well from the 


ſentiments which they contain, as from the e levated | rank =. 


thoſe who preſided or aſſiſted at their promulgition. 3 1 


The Grand Jury of the county of Louth, with the 
Speaker of the Houſe of Commons at their head, declare 
as follows: That the allowing to Catholics the right of 
voting for members to ſerve in parliament, or admitting 


them to any participation in the government of the king - 
dom, is incompatible with the ſafety of the Proteſtant 


4 r the continuance of the ſucceſſion to us 


C | „ crown, * 
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crown in the illuſtrious houſe of „ muſt 
66 finally tend to ſhake, if not deſtroy, our connection with 


" « Great-Britain, on the continuance and inſeparability of 


which depends the happineſs and proſperity of this king- 


6 dom.—Reſolved, that we willoppoſe every attempt towards 


* 


* ſuch. a dangerous innovation; and that we will ſupport, 


« with our lives and fortunes, our preſent conſtitution and 


the ſettlement af; the en his an 5 n 
„ 


Ts loch ax attack, this Canide 1 Gain i give 


au anſwer, were it not for the inſinuation, that it is their 


wiſh ta ſhake, if not deſtroy, our connection with Great - 
Britain;“ and that * the Emancipation of the Catholics. is 
incompatible. with the ſucceſſion of the LOR to the illuf-, 
thous Houſe of Hanover. 


their uniform conduct from the Revolution to this hour, 
a period of 104 years; thro' two rebellions in Great - Britain, 
and five foreign wars; during which time no one has ven- 
tured to impeach that conduct, until this moſt unjuſt, and 
unwarrantable attack. The Catholics of Ireland are a; 
loyal as the Grand- Jury of the county of Louth, or as the 
foreman of that Jury; they would perhaps be as ready to 
teſtify: their loyalty, thro' danger or thro' death, as the loud- 
eſt of their calumniators; they have lives and fortunes. to 
devote to the ſervice of their king and country, but they 
would ſcorn to proſtitute them to the unworthy purpoſe'of 
holding their brethren in chains; they are attached to 
the connection with Great-Britain, becauſe they feel the be- 
nefits of that connection; and they furniſh in conſequence, 
their full quota to the ſupport of the common cauſe: the fleets 
and armies of the empire are ſupplied by their numbers; the 
revenue of their country ſupported by their contributions.— 
But, if their loyalty were to be ſapped, or their attachment 


to'England perverted, what way could be deviſed more likely 


to ſhake the one, or eradicate the other, than a ſentence like 
that of the Grand-Jury of Louth, which tells them at 
once—that Liberty to Catholics is incompatible with their 
loyalty to their King or their connection with Great Bri- 
tain?—God forbid the queſtion were ever to be reduced to 
* 1 | 5 g 8 the 
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For the loyalty of the Catholics of labs 0 118 to 


8 
the dreadful alternative of Slavery or Reſiſtanee?—the man 
who would preſent it to their option in that ſhape, is at 
once the enemy of Liberty ape” bre e ths Ling and 


of the Catholics. 


The Pride and glory of the conflicution & England is, 
that the juſt prerogative of. the crown is perfectiy compa- 
tible with the liberty of the ſubject. 15 the power of the 
crown in Ireland only to be maintained by the degradatiog 
and flavery of the great body of the 1 It. is not wiſe 
to drive the queſtion to ſuch extremity. 5 3 TSS 


But the Catholics, of Ireland well know _ wrrachery 
which lurks beneath this falſe 1 imputation on 3 loyalty ;— 
they well know their attachment to the crown, as recog- 


nized by the conftitution;—they. kno the object of their 


purſuit is no queſtion between the King and the People; but 
between the people and the few monopoliſts, whole power 
and pre-emirience exiſt by their lavery; who with to cover 
their peculation beneath the ſacred ſhelter of the" throne; 
and to proftitute the majeſty of the royal name, by holding 


it forth "as the ſignal of oppreſſion to the: ſubſect ——The 


diſhoneſt ”artifice will not avail-—the people will ſeparate a 
gracious monarch,” the father of his people, from the ar- 


rogant monopoliſt, whoſe power is maintained by their 


depreſſion ;—they will, as they have ever done, preſerve their 
loyalty iiolatk - but they will ſteadily . * this 


purſuit of their Emancipation. 5 4121 5 


The Frecholders of the county of 173 charge the 


Committee. with an intention to © overawe the Legillatare, 


© to Force a repeal of the Penal Laws, and to erett a Popiſh 
„Democracy for their overnment and direction, in the 
40 purſuit of whatever jetty may be held out to them by 
turbulent and feditious men: they 1 then inſtru their 1 repre- 
ſentatives in Parliament, AT ALL EVENTS, to _ oppoſe any 
propoſition which may be made for extending to Catholics 
the Right of Elective Franchiſe; thereby confirming, as 

far as in them lies, the Principle of perpetual and hopeleſs 
excluſion: and this meeting, publiſhing thoſe Reſolutions, 
is dignified by the preſence” of no leſs a perſonage than he 


„ 


Lonp thou CHANCELLOR or N eee bid 


* Þ 
- 
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The Corporation of Dublin, i in a long Manifeſto, where · 
in they, in terms, deny the competency of Parliament to 
extend the Right of Franchiſe to Catholics, which they 
| Chooſe to call © alienating their moſt valuable inheritance,” 
and more than inſinuate their determination to reſiſt ſych a 
meaſure, if attempted—roundly aſſert, that * the laſt Seſ- 
« fions of Parliament left the Roman Catholics in flo wiſe 
different from their Proteſtant fellow - ſubjects, /ave only in 

& the exerciſe of political power.” The truth or falſchood of 
that afſertion will beſt appear from a ſhort wow of the 
actual ſtate of that body at this day. 


The Catholics of Ireland may not found nor r endow any 5 
Univerſity, College or School, for the Education of their 
children: neither can they obtain Degrees i in the Univer- 


fity of Dublin; being prohibited by the feveral charters 
and ſtatutes now in force therein. 


The child of a. Catholic, on ee to ich Protet. 
tant religion, may file a bill in chancery, grounded on the 
ſtatute of the 8th Anne, Ch. 3. againſt the parent, and com- 
pel ſuch parent, by the proceſs of that court, to confeſs 

upon oath, the quantity and value of the goods and perſina! / 
chattels of ſuch parent, over and above debts. contracted, 
bond fd for valuable conſideration, before the conformity ; * 
upon this conformity the court is impowered to ſeize upon, 
and allocate for the immediate maintenance of ſuch child, 

any ſum not exceeding one-third. of the ſaid goods and per- 
ſonal clattels.— This Aird for immedi, iate maintenance: but as to 
Future eftabliſhment, u 125 the death of the parent, no limits 
whatſoever are aſſigned dy, the ſtatute; the Chancellor may, 
if he thinks fit, take the whole of ſuch property, money, 
ſtock in trade or agriculture, out of the hands of the 
poſſeſſor, and ſecure i it in any manner he may think expe- 
dient for that purpoſe ; the Act not having any ſort of 
limit with regard to the quantity of ſuch property which is 
to be ſo charged, nor having given any fort of direction 
concerning 73 means of charging or Fete it: —But the 

policy of the Legiſlature was not exhauſted. 8 


| Becauſe there was a poſſibility that the parent; tho” FER 
and otherwiſe compellable; might, by. fal/e repreſentations, 
evade the diſcovery of the 2 vs of ſuch property 
on 


e 
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on the igt bill; new bills may be brought new ich by 
any or by all the children for à further diſcovery ;—ſuch 
property of the parent is toundergo a freſh ſcrutiny ; ; and in 
conſequence of this ſcrutiny, a new diſtribution is to be 
made, The parent can have no ſecurity againſt the 
vexation of reiterated chancery ſuits, and continual difſec- _ 
tion of ſuch his property, but by doing what muſt be 
confeſſed is ſomewhat difficult to human feelings, by fully 
and without reſerve abandoning uch property, (which may 
be his whole) to be diſpoſed of at the diſcretion of ſuch 
2 court, in favour of ſuch children. — ls this enough, and 
has the parent purchaſed his repoſe by the total ſurrender 


for once of ſuck effects? Very far from it; the law expreſsly = 


and carefully provides, that he ſhall not; for as in the 
former caſe, L concealment of any part of ſuch” effects is 
made the equitable ground of a new bill; ſo here, any 
*encreaſe of them is made a ſecond ground of equity; for the 
children are authorized, if they can find that their parent 
has by his induſtry or (otherwiſe acquired any property 
fince their firſt bill, to bring others, compelling, afreſh 
account, and another diſtribution ' of the encreaſed ſub- 
ſtance, proportioned to its value at the time the new bill. 

is preferred. They may bring ſuch dills tories quotits, 
upon every improvement of /uch property by the parent» 
without any ſort of limitation of time, of the number of 
ſuch: bills, or the quantity of encreaſe in the eſtate · which 
may juſtify the bringing them: in ſhort, the law has provided 
by a - multiplicity of regulations, that the parent ſhall have 
0 reſpite from the perſecution of his children, but by 

totally abandoning not only his preſent. goods and perſonal. 

chattels, but every hope of encreaſe and improvement of 
| ſuch property. It is very well worth remarking, that the 

law has purpoſely avoided to determine any age for thoſe 
emancipating converſions; ſo that the children'at any age, 
however in all other reſpects incapable of choice, however 
immature or even infantine, are yet conſidered as ſufficiently 
capable of diſinheriting their parents, if the expreſſion may 
be allowed, and of ſubtracting themſelves from their direction 


and controul :—by this part of the law-the value of Ca- | 


tholics in their goods and perſonal chattels is rendered extremely 
limited, and altogether ee the paternal authority 
in 


4 


in ſoch families undermined z and love ai ner 
1 and protection, almoſt extinguiſned. 


Catholics, as non · freemen, are excluded from all mu- 
_ Hicipal ſtations, and are further liable to divers taxes 
and impoſts, in all guilds and corporate tawns; which 
gives an undue preference to thoſe who are exempt there. 
from, injuring the fair competition of trade, creating 
a diſtinction uniformly operating to the disfavor of the 
Catholics, and thereb preventing their being. able to 
meet their Proteſtant ee in 1 buſinefs, an A footing 
of equality, | 
x It is unlawful for Catholics. not . to carry, but mi 
in their poſſeſſion, arms for the defence of their families, 
properties and perſons ;* whereby they are expoſed, unprote&ted, 
* to all manner of violence ;—and' this, moſt unjuſt prohibition 1s 
inforced by means ſtill more unjuſt and unconſtitutional, 
whereby ſevere penalties without any regard to proportion are 
inflicted ; new modes of inquiſition are enjoined ;- the largeſt 
powers are veſted in the loweſt magiſtrates; any juſtice of the 
peace, or any magiſtrate of à city or town corporate, 
with or without information, by themſelves or by their 
warrant, at their diſcretion,” whenever they think proper, 
at any hour of the day or night, are impowered forceably to 
enter, and to ſearch the houſe of any Catholic, or of any 
 Proteſiant whom they ſuſpeñ to keep arms in truſt for a Ca- 
tholic. This they tnay do at their diſcretian ; and it ſeems a 
pretty ample yower to be ee 
atom, ee „ 


| Befides the diſcretionary an occaſional Lk the lay 
has preſcribed one that js general and periodical, It js to be 
made annually, under the warrants; of juſtices of peace and 
magiſtrates of corporations, by the high and petty conſtablez, 
or any others whom they chooſe to authorize, with all the 
powers, and with the ſame circumſtances in every wok whe 
attend the diſcretionary and occaſional ſearch; ' 


Nat truſting, however, to the activity of the nagillate 
proceeding officially, the law has invited voluntary infot- 
mers, by the diftribution of "conſiderable rewards, and 
even preſſed inroluatary informers into the ſervice, by the 
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dread of very heavy penalties Witk regard to the latter 
method, Juſtices. of the peace and magiſtrates of corpora- 


tions are empowered, to ſummon. before them any perſon 


vhatſoeyer, and to tender to him an oath, by which they 


oblige him, to. diſcover concerning all perſons, without 


diſtinction of propinquity or connection, Who have any 
arms concealed contrary to law, and even whether he him- 


ſelf has any. His refuſal to appear, or appearing his re- 
. fuſal to diſcover and inform, ſubjects him to Le and im- 


friſamnent, or ſuch corporal puniſhment of pillary or whipping, 
as the, Court ſhall in its di/cretion think proper. Thus all 
perſons, Peers and Peereiles, Proteſtants as well as Ca- 
tholics may be ſurnmoned, | to perform this Honorable 
ſervice, by the bailiff of a corporation of * few ſtrag- 
gling cottages,. and refuſing to perform it, are liable 


to be fined and impriſoned, Pilloried, or whipt — The 


puniſhment for the, firſt offence in Peers and Peergſſes, 
if not pilloried or whipt, is 300. and for the ſecond of. 
fence, the puniſhment is no leſs than the penalties'of a 


perſon attainted in a Præmunire; that is, that the offender _ 


ſhall be out of the King's protection; and his or her lands 
and tenements, goods and chattels forfeited to the King; and 


his or ber body ſhall remain in priſon, at the King's plea- 
| ſure, The puniſhment for the offence in perſons of an inferior 


order, if not pilloried of whipt, is (without any confidera- 


tion of what their ſubſtance may be) ol. and one year's 


impriſonment ; and for the ſecond offence they are ſubject 
to the penalties of a perſon attainted of a Pramunire. 


Catholics may not hold nor enjoy any place, office of truſt or 


emolument whatſoever, civil or military, even to the loweſt; 


by which univerſal proſeription all perſons of a liberal condition 
amongſt them are ignominiouſly degraded, and precluded from 
devoting their talents or their lives to the ſervice and protection 


of their King and country. A Catholic gentleman is as much 
excluded from bearing the colours of a regiment, as from the 


ſtation of Captain-General of all bis Majefty's armies; and 
is no more qualified to be a Gunner's-mate than to he Lord 
High-Admiral of England; and this excluſion is the more 
ſeverely felt by them, becabſe the ranks of the army are 
filled, and the navy in a manner ſupplied, by their numbers; 
who, partaking in all that is painful, laborious aud dangerous, 5 
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are ſhut out from any thing that is luerative, fplendid or ho- 
norable : and in the civil department this excluſion is equally 
unjuſt; inaſmuch as the Catholics contribute largely to the 
revenue and ſupport of his Majeſty's government in Ireland; 
no portion of which contribution ever returns to them: 
wherein they very materially differ from, and are inferior to, 
their Proteſtant brethren ; who, in contributing to the exi- 
gencies of the ftate, are reimburſed thro a thouſand channels, 
by the variety of lucrative offices and appointments in the 
various civil departments, diftributed ſolely amongſt them, 
and to the utter excluſion, of the Catholics, from whom 
wealth flows to the government in a perpetual ſtream, never to 
return And this monopokizing ſpirit of excluſion \ 

the genius and talents, and degrades the mind of the nation, 
by entirely ſuppreſſing all honorable emulation, and extin- 
guiſhing in the breaſts of three millions of people every hope 
of advancement to honour or fortune, through any PP of 
merit or endowment. 


Catholics may not FRI” on any Jury OM 
| where one of the parties is a Proteſtant ; contrary to The | 
ſpirit of the laws of England, which exceed all others. in 


the precautions which they take againſt judicial 'partiality, 


5 manifeſted by the wiſe and equitable regulations which they 


ordain to ſecure, as far as human wiſdom can, the moſt perfe& 
indifference between the parties, and to remove the EY 


of a bias operating to the injury of either. 


Catholics may not ſerve on any jury in trials by inlormation 
or indiftment, grounded on any of the penal ſtatutes; con- 
trary to the known humanity of the law, which reſpects even 
the prejudices of a culprit, in the choice of the men who are to 
fit in judgment upon him. In all criminal caſes the exacteſt 
_' ſympathy in rank, condition, and even the relation of vicinage 
with the party accuſed, is as far as poſſible preſerved. Fo- 
reigners may demand of right, that half their jury ſhall be 
foreigners—pot ſo the Catholics of Ireland the ſame law 
which made them aliens in their native land apes them of 


the privileges of aliens. 
Catholics are excluded from WP on Grand-J uries, where - 
by they are in a great degree deprived of the grand palladium 


of 


: e 
of the conſtitution—trial by their peers; not to mention 
the injuſtice of their property being taxed by a body, of 
which the law has taken care that they ſhall never form a 
part. This excluſion the Catholics particularly feel as a griev- 
ance; and their anxiety will not, perhaps, be thought unrea- 
fouable by any who ſllall conſider the ſpirit of the Reſolutions 
put forth by the late Grand- Juries of Ireland, and referred 
to in this publication. Without appearing to feel an un- 
manly. anxiety for either life or property, the Catholics of 
Ireland may be allowed to-apprehend a poſſibility of danger 
to both, from the unqualified and unreſtrained exertion of 


judicial authority, by men who in the very outſet A a 
ſpirit of ſuch Germs animoſity, 


But there rcmains one diſqualification yet unmentioned. 4 
which the Catholics of Ireland feel more ſeverely than all 
others; they are excluded from the Elective Franchiſe, to 
the manifeſt perverſion of the ſpirit of the Conſtitution ; 
which favs, that no man ſhall be taxed where he is not repre- 
ſented actually or virtually; nor bound by laws to which 
he has not aſſented by himſelf or his repreſentative; and this 
unjuſt excluſion is not merely the violation of a theory, but 
an actual and ſubſtantial grievance: for, tho' not to have 
the right of voting excites in itſelf no degree of horror; 
yet in this country, in a thouſand inſtances, vhen combined 
with its attendant circumſtances, it implies diſtreſs, eject- 
ment, nakedneſs, cold and hunger. In every county where 
electioneering conteſts recur, it continually happens, that 
Catholic tenants are, at the expiration of their leaſes, ex- 
pelled and thrown upon the world with their miſerable 
families, to make room for Proteſtant freeholders, whoſe 
votes may ſupport the conſequence of their landlords; 
unleſs, when the unhappy wretches, balancing between. 
ſpiritual danger and temporal deſtruction, prefer perjury to 
famine, and take oaths which they do not believe; a violation 
of moral principle, which tends to bring equal ſcandal on 
the religion which they quit, and that which they ſeem to 
adopt; and by looſing. the ſacred obligation of an Wc f 
opens a wide inlet to a thouſand enormities. | 


And, independent of the moral turpitude induced by thoſe 
occaſional conformities, which diſgrace the return of every * 
| D Es * | 
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general election, the agricultural improvement of the country 
is very materially impeded by this uncertainty of poſſeſſion to 
| Catholics, who are thereby prevented from cultivating or 
improving their farms, to the extent they otherwiſe might 
and would, And further, in every department wherein favour 
or preferenee can be ſhewn, as in preſentments for-roads, and 
a variety of other modes, they find the want of that protec- 
tion which a vote gives to him who, pofleſſes it; ſo that, if 
many eſſential points, the moſt reſpectable Catholic can fearcely 
be faid to be on an cqual footing with the molt obſcure 
- Proteſtant forty-ſhilling fre. older. ' And further, the ad- 
miniſtration of juſtice in a variety of ſubordinate caſes (which 
tho” too minute to enter fuperior courts, are yet of infinite 
importance to the poor, the great majority of the nation} 
is expoſed to a bias, which muſt have ſome influence on the 
pureſt minds; for in a country like Ireland, wherein clection 
imtcreft is an object ſo carneſtly fought after, and fo diligently 
cultivated, an orm ly impartial diſtribution of juſtice between 
two parties, one poſſeſſing the whole franchiſe, from which 
the other is totally excluded, is a-circumſtance rather to be 
hoped than expected: it is a temptation to petty injuſtice, to 
which a good man ſhould not be expoſed,, and with which 
| bad man ſhould not be entruſted, 


Such is the ſnuation of Three Millions of good and faithful 
ful jets in their native land; excluded from every truft, power 
or emolument of the ſtate, civil or military ; . excluded from all 
the benefits of the conſtitution in all its parts ; excluded from 
all corporate rights and immunities z. repelled from Grand- 
Juries ; reſtrained in Petit-Juries; excluded from every di- 
reckion, from every truſt, from every incorporated ſocicty, 
from every eſtablifkment, occaſional or fixed, inſtituted for 
public defence, public police, public morals or public con- 
renience ; from the Bench, from the Bank, from the Exchange, 
from the Univerſity, from the 9 of Phyſicians from 


what are they not excluded? 


There is no inflitution which the wit of man has ae 
« or the progreſs of ſociety. produced, which private charity or 
public , munificence , has founded for the advancement of 

| 1 learning and good arts, for the n relief of + 
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age, infirmity or misfortune—from the ſuperintendance of 
which, and, in all caſes where eommon charity would permit, 


from the enjoyment of which, the legiBature has not taken care 
to exclude the Catholics of Ireland. | 


Such is the ſtate which the Corporation of Dublin have 
thought proper to aſſert “ differs in no reſpect from that of 
the Proteſtants, ſaye only in the exerciſe of political power; 
and the hoſt cf Grand-Juries conſider as eſſential to the 
exiſtence of the eonſtitution, to the permanency of the con- 
nexion with England, and the continuation of the throne in 
his Majeſty's Royal houſe a greater lib on the conſti- 
tution, the connexion, or the ſucceſſion could not be pronounced; 
nor one more pregnant with dangerous and deſtructive con- 
| ſequences, than this, which aſſerts that they are only to be 
maintained and continued by the flavery and 1 of three 
millions of good and loyal ſubjects. y 


It is the duty of the General Committee to reply to thoſe of 
the objections made againſt their preſent Proceedings, which 
appear to have any weight, In the firlt place, it is aſſerted, that 


they are A Pop ſh congreſs, fornſed fox the purpoſe of over- 7 
__ , awing the legiſlature,” Without deſcending to obſerve on the 


invidious appellation of . a Pofifh congreſs,” they conſider the 
intention to oyerawe Parliament as the ſubſtantial part of the 
charge; againſt the truth of this accuſation they do moſt ſo+ 
lemnly proteſt They utterly abjure, diſclaini and renounce 
the holding ſuch an. intention; and they call upon their 
enemies to point out the word, action or publication of the 
Catholics of Ireland, which can, before rational and diſpaſe 
ſionate minds, be copſtrued to bear ſuch an abſurd and wicked 
import —if none ſuch can be ſhewn, if the conduct of the 
Catholics for a century paſt has been uniformly peaceable, ; 
dutiful and ſubmiſſive, they truſt «their views and motives 
will be fairly judged on their own merits, and not on forced 
c onſtruttions, 'unwarranted by the actions, and thus folemnly 
again diſclaimed as the intentions of the Committee. 
They are charged with exciting diſcontent, tumult, and 
ſedition. After the enumeration of Grievantes under which 
the Caitolics of Ireland labour, it is attributing too much 
to this Lemduitter be ſay, that they are the cauſe of the 
| | preſent 
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preſent diſcontents. As to tumult and ſedition, they chal- 
lenge thoſe who make the aſſertion to ſhew the inſtance.— 
Where have there been riots, or tumults, or ſeditions, which 
can in the moſt remote degree be traced to the proceedings or 
publications of this Committee? They know too well how 
fatal to their hopes of emancipation any thing like diſturb- 
ance muſt be; independent of the danger to thoſe hopes, it 
is more peculiarly their intereſt to preſerve peace and good 
order than that of any body of men in the community.— 
They have a large ſtake in the country, mnch of it veſted in - 
that kind of property which is moſt peculiarly expoſed to 
danger from popular tumult: 
MITTEE WOULD SUFFER MORE BY ONE WEEF.'S 
DISTURBANCE, THAN ALL THE MEMBERS OF 
THE TWO HOUSES OF PARLIAMENT. 


But the moſt complete reſutation of this unjuſt charge, is 
the very meaſure which is made the prefhnce for bringing 
it forward. When the humble petition, already recited, was 
in the laſt ſeſſions preſented to Parliament, it was rejected 
with circumſtances of peculiar diſgrace and ignominy; and 
as one reaſon for that rejection, it was inſiſted that the pe- 
titioners did not ſpeak the ſenſe of the Catholic body. It 
therefore became neceſſary to aſcertain what the ſenſe of 
that body was; and the Committee ſubmit whether a plan 
for collecting the general ſentiment could be deviſed, more 
quiet, peaceable, orderly and efficacious, than ſummoning 
from each county and city of Ireland, the moſt reſpectable 
and intelligent gentlemen;; who, from their ſituation and 
connexions, beſt know the wiſhes of their countrymen; 


up from their property muſt be moſt defirous, and moſt 


capable of ſecuring tranquility and good order? But in a 
caſe like the preſent, there is no argument ſo powerful as 
the fact: The choice of the Catholics has been univerſally 
made, without a ſingle inſtance of irregularity or diſorder ;—There 
is more riot and diſturbance in one day, at a conteſted - 
election for a common potwallopping borough, than occur- 
ed in chooſing Delegates to this Committee from the thirty- 
two counties, and every great city in the kingdom. 


With regard to the apprehenſions which are affected to 
be felt for the ſucceſſion to the throne in his Majeſty's Royal 
| Ea 3 houſe, 
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houſe, ſhould the Catholics be reſtored to the Right of Fran- - 


chiſe, it is too abſurd to deſerve any anſwer. The loyalty of * 
this nation is well known; they reſt on that approved cha- 
racter, and on the oath of allegiance univerſally taken by their 
body. If they held that obligation light, they need not now 
come, humbly ſuing for what they might demand as their 
right.—The wiſdom of their enemies has been able to de- 
viſe no means more efficacious than an oath, to exclude them | 

from the bleſſings of the conſtitution. 


It is ſaid that the Plan for the formation of this Committee 
is unconſtitutional. Before that aſſertion be received, let the 
ſituation of the Catholics of Ireland be conſidered ; Groani ing 
under the weight of a moſt ſevere and oppreſſive code, an uni- 
verſal ſyſtem of pains and penalties, they yet poſleſſed one 
privilege, which, in the general wreck and carnage of their 
rights, had fortunately eſcaped the ſagacious and malignant 


vengeance of their perſecutors:— They retained the Right to 


Petition.—But. three millions of ſufferers cannot, aud, if they 


could, ought not to meet for the purpoſe of ſtating then 


grievances and ſu'ng for redreſs They muſt therefore, either ac- 


quieſce without effort, or act by delegation, a mode not for- 
bidden to any of his majeſty's ſubjects; and more emphatically 


allowable to che Catholics, inaſmuch as they have no repre- 
ſentatives in Parliament, to. whom they may apply. If this 
mode be forbidden them, they have no other whereby they can 
act with effect; and the obvious and certain conſequence i is, 
that they are, in fact, debarred from the common birthright of 


every ſubject.— the great, unalienable, indefeaſible privilege 


THE RIGHT 10 PETITION THE LEGISLATURE FOR REDRESS 


or GRIEVANCES. Let it be determined who act moſt 


unconſtitutionally : :— Thoſe who, ſeleQing the diſcreeteſt mem- 
bers of their body, come bumbly before the Throne and before 
Parliament, ſubmitting their ſufferings, and ſupplicating relief; 
or thoſe who attempt to ſtep in between the crown and the 
ſubject, the legiſlature and the people, and erecting them- 
ſelves into a kind of fourth eſtate, labour, as far as in them 


lies, to abrogate and deſtroy that ſacred privilege; inherent ia 


the vitals of the conſtitution—1 HE RIGHT,TO PETITION, _ 
It i is aſſerted that the reſtoration of the Right of Franchiſe 


i would throw into che hands of the e the whole 


9 
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power of the ſtate. Let it be remembered that the Crown 
js unalterably Proteſtant—that the Catholics in the Houſe 
of Peers are fo few in number, that danger from them 1s 
not to be apprehended; and that number can only be 
augmented at the will of the Crown that the number of 
Catholics, who can at firſt have influence on the popular 
branch, muſt he extremely ſmall; that the increaſe to that 
number muſt principally accrue thro' the favour of Proteſt. 
ants, in whoſe hands a great proportion of the landed 
property, and all the boroughs and corporations, are depo 
ſited that the whole patronage of the church, the law, the 
army the revenue, thro' all their departments, are at the 
| * | of the government of this country, which is Pro- 
teftant that this gradual and flow progreſs muſt wear away 
| 2 en of diſtinctions, and dregs of animoſities, which 
yet remain, and which are foſtered and cheriſned by the 
ſpirit of monopoly on the one hand, and the ſenſe of de- 

n on the other that it is the continuance of thoſę 
unjuſt excluſions which alone prevents the Proteſtants and 
Catholics of Ireland from becoming one people in ſentiment 
and in intereſt: To all this, let there be added, the cer, 
tainty of the immediate interference of England, ſo power- 
ful and ſo near, ſhould the Catholics attempt to aſſume, 4s 
is aſſerted the whole power of the ſtate.” 


But the great teſt, experience, is the beſt proof of the 
futility of ſuch apprehenſion, The Catholics of Ireland 
were once in full poſſeſſion of all privileges and franchiſes, 
including thoſe of fitting and voting in Parliament; their 
numbers were then mugh greater, comparatively, than they 
now are ; they poſſeſſed a very large proportion of the 
property of this country at that time, unbroken in upon by | 
the force of penal laws, by the conformity of many of their 
ancient families, and by the : legalized plunder of reiterated 
Bills of Diſcovery. In that ſituation, in the plenitude of 
their power, they were unable to prevent the paſling of 
thoſe very penal laws which have gradually deprived them 
of their property, of their civil rights, and more particu- 
larly of the Ele&ive Franchiſe. Is it then likely, is it poſſible, 
that the reſtoration of thoſe rights would enable them, 
4 their weakneſs and depreiiogy to extort, what, in the 1 

| ; 1 þ vigour q 
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vigour and full poſſeſſion, they found chemiſelves vttblo to 
| Fetain ? | 


But it is ſaid, that that the Catholics ſhould be 4 content 
« with the moſt perfect toleration of their religion, the 
« fulleſt ſecurity of their property and the moſt compleat 
« perſonal liberty.” '—With regard to toleration, perſeous 
tion may be negative as well as poſitive The deprivation 
of political rights, becauſe of the exerciſe of any religion, 
is, for ſo much, a perſecution of that religion, For the 
fecurity of their property, enough has been already ſaid, 
to explain how Catholics ſtand in that reſpe& ; but if it 
were otherwiſe, ſecurity of property and perſonal liberty 
are rights, without a reſpet to which, ſociety could 
not be ſupported. Protection and allegiance are du- 
ties correſponding and inſeparable. By their peaceable 
demeanour, as good ſubjects, the Catholics have executed 
their part of the contract; and that Government, to whoſe 
ſupport they contribute, is bound, in return, to defend 
them. And it is humbly ſubmitted, whether it be not w: 
ſtrong and ſtriking proof of the abject ſtate of the Catho- 
hcs of Ireland, that it ſlrould be held out to them, as 
ground for acquieſcence and contentment, that they cannot 
be robbed without redreſs, or impriſoned with impunity * 
Or, in other words, that, without any alledged delinquency 
on their part, they are not treated as outlaws in their 
native land! Even the ſecurity and toleratiom which it is 
alledged they poſſeſs, they hold but by ſufferance; for un- 
connected as the Catholics are with the Legiſlature, they 
can have no influence: and it is again ſubmitted to the 
feelings of our Proteſtant brethren, whether tiey would be 
eontent to hold their religion, liberty and property by ſo 
precarious a tenure, as the humanity of men who owed 
them no reſponſibility, over whoſe conduct they had no 
_«ontroul, and whoſe intereſts, or Whoſe paſſions might 
be gratified by an invaſion of their deareſt rights ? 


The Committee have hitherto: confined. themſelves to the 
abſtract merits of their caſe: but they have other argu- 
ments to alledge. By the treaty of Limerick, in 1691, at 
leaſt a very conſiderable part of the Catholics of Ireland, 


on condition of their e Generals of King 
| William, 
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William, that city, and above one-third of this kingdom, 
then in their hands, and which they were in a condition 
well to have maintained, were ſecured in “ all and every 
„ their eſtates of frechold and inheritance ; and all the 
« rights, titles, intereſts, privileges and immunities, which 
they and every or any of them held, enjoyed, or were 
„ rightfully and lawfully intitled to in the reign of King 
„Charles II. or at any time ſince.“ —And this treaty was 
confirmed with as much ſolemnity as any in the records of 
Hiſtory, by the Lords Juſtices of Ireland, by King William 
and Qucen Mary, and finally by Parliament; whereby the 
public faith was pledged in the ſtrongeſt and moſt binding 
manner; yet, notwithſtanding this ſolemn and ſac red obli- 
gation, a multiplicity of cruel, unjuſt and tyrannical laws 
have from time to time been enacted, many of which are 
ſtill in fall force and vigour, aboliſhing and reſtraining the 
3 rights and privileges of all Catholics, indiſcriminately and 
3 without diſtinction; and more particularly depriving them 
of the Elective Pranchife. And this glaring infraction of 
the law of nations, and of the firſt principles of natural 
juſtice, a violation which ſhouldcall down the vengeance of 
Heaven on the heads of thoſe who were guilty thereof, 
was perpetrated in an hour of full and perfect ſecurity, as 
an act of wanton power, and without any delinquency, 
alledged or proved, on the part of the Catholics, to afford 
"a pretext for ſo infamous and notorious. a dereliftion 
_ of every thing like public principle or national honor. 
And the Committce are well warranted in aſſerting 
this; inaſmuch as the Catholics have, in the ſur- 
render of Limerick and their arms, and by their 
peaceable and dutiful deportment as good and loyal 
ſubjects, from that hour to the preſent, faithfully and 
religiouſly obſerved on their part, a treaty ſo ſolemnly 
entered into; and ſo ſpeedily and fo unprovakedly 1 
ou the part of their adverſaries. | 


And now that the General Committee have fairly and 
fully expoſed the Conduct, the Motives and the Prin- 
ciples of the Catholics of Ireland: They conclude with 
a moſt ſincere and earneſt entreaty to every member of 
their communion, carefully to abſtain from any act, 


which however remotely, can tend to riot or diſorder.— - 
0 | After 


( 25 ) 
After 2 bentury of unvarying good conduct, thro” the 
moſt ſevere oppreſſion, the Committee relies, that the 
Catholics will not now tarniſh their character by any act 
of intemperance, when the hour of emancipation rapidly 
approaches. Profeſſing their ſincere attachment to the 
conſtitution, as eſtabliſned in the three eſtates, King, 
Lords, and Commons; into which Conſtitution it is their 
higheſt ambition to be admitted; the Cauſe of the 
Catholics is reſpectfully committed to the juſtice, humanity 
and public ſpirit of their Countrymen, a \ 


Signed by Order of the General Committee, 


* 


. 


EDWARD $HEIL, 
CHAIRMAN, 


5 RICHARD M"CORMYCE, 
oo SECRETARY. 
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DECLARATION : 


| Adopted by the Sac March the ryth, 179. 
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SUBSCRIBED BY THE CATHOLICS OF REA m. 
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EREAS certain opiaiions La principles, inimical 
to good order and government, have been attri- 
buted to the Catholics, the exiſtence of which we utterly 
deny; and, whereas, it is at this time peculiarly neceſſary 
to renounce ſuch imputations, and to give the moſt full, 
and ample ſatisfaction to our Proteſtant brethren, that 
WE HOLD NO PRINCIPLE, WHATSOEVER, INCOMPATIBLE 
WITH OUR DUTY AS MEN OR AS SUBJECTS, OR REPUG- 


NANT TO Linen fx, WHETHER POLITICAL, CIVIL, OR. 
RELIGIOUS. | 


Now, We, the Catholics of Ireland, for the 3 of 
all ſuch imputations, and in deference to the opinion of 
many reſpectable bodies of men, and individuals, among 
our Proteſtant brethren, do hereby, in the face of our 


Country, of all Europe, and before 8 make _w our 
deliberate and ſolemn Declaration. | 7 


I. WE ABJURE, DISAVOW, AND tion the _ 
that Princes, excommunicated by che Pope and Council, 
or by any ecclefraftical authority whatſoever, may therefore be 
depoſed or murdered by their ſubjects, or any other per- 
ſons. We hold ſuch doctrine in deteſtation, as wicked and 
pious; ; and we declare we do not believe, that either the 
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rope, with or without a general Council, or any Prelate or. 
Priefh, or any eeckfiaflical power whatſoever, can abſolve the 
ſubjecis of this kingdom, or any of them, from their alle- 


giance to his Majeſty King George the Third, who is, 


ons Go arms. the lawful King of this 
Real | | 


II. WI asrons, conbiun, aun DETEST, as unchriſtian 
and impious, the principle, that it is lawful to murder, 


- deſtroy, or any ways injure any perſon whatſoever, for or 


under the pretence of their being hereticks ;—and w 


| DECLARE SOLEMNLY before God, that we believe that no ad, 


in itſelf unjuſt, immoral, or wicked, can ever be juſtified or 
excuſed by, or under pretence or colour, that it quas done either 
for the good of the church, or in obedience to any eccleſiaſtical 


| power qwhatſoever. 


III. We further DECLARE, that we hold it as an ynchriſ. 
tian and impious principle, that no Faith is to be kept 
with Hereticks,” This doctrine we deteſt and reprobate, 


not only as gontrary to our religion, but as deſtructive 


of morality, of ſociety, and even of common honeſty ; and 
it is our firm belief, that an oath made to aꝶ perſon, not of 
the Catholic religion, is equally binding, as 1 it were made 


to any Catholic whatſoever. 


IV. We have been charged with holding as an Article of 
our Belief, that the Pope, with or without the authority of 
a general Council, or that certain eccleſiaſtical powers, can 


acquit and abſalve us, before God, from our Oath of Allegi- 


ance, or even from the juſt Oaths and Contracts e into 
between man and man: | 


No, we vo UTTERLY RENOUNCE, ABJURE AND venr 
that we hold or maintain any ſuch belief, as being contrary | 
to the peace and happineſs of ſociety, inconſiſtert with 
morality, and above all, e. ta * true ſpirit of - the 
Catholic religion. _ | 

V. We do further. DECLARE, that we do 3 
the Pope of Rome, or any other foreign Prince, Prelate, 
State, or Potentate, hath, or ought to have any temporal or 
civil Juriſdiction, Power, Superiority, or Pre- eminence, di- 
realy or e n this Os | | 

VI. Aﬀer | 


.(w FT 


VI. After what we have renounced, it is immaterial, in 


A political light, what may be our Opinion or Faith in 
other points reſpecting the Pope However, for greater 


ſatisfaction, wE DECLARE, that it is not an Article of the 
Catholic Faith, neither are we thereby required to believe 


or profeſs © that the Pope is infallible,” or that we arg. 


bound to” obey any order, in its own nature immoral, 
though the Pope, or any Eccleſiaſtical Power, ſhould iſſue 
or direct ſuch order; but on the contrary, we hold, that 


it would be /nful in us to pay any Ov or abedience. 
| thereto. - | 


VII. We 1 DECLARE, that we do not believe that 
any fin whatſoever, committed by us, can be forgiven at the 
mere will of any Pope, or of any Prieſt, or of any perſon 


or perſons whatſoever ; but, that fincere forrow for raft fins, 


a firm and fincere reſolution, as far as may be in our 
ower, to reſtore our neighbour's property or character, 


if we have treſpaſſed on, or unjuſtly injured either; 4 firm 


and fincere reſolution to avoid future guilt, and to atone to God, 


are previous and indiſpenſible requiſites to eſtabhſh à well. 
ſounded expectation of forgiveneſs; and that any perſon 


who receives abſolution without theſe previous requiſites, {a 


far from obtaining thereby any remiſſion of his ſins, incurs 
the additional guilt of violating a Sat ament. . 


VIII. We do hereby SOLEMNLY PIScLArg, and for xver 
RENOUNCE, all INTEREST in, and TITLE to, all foxreiTER 


1aNDs, reſulting from any rights, or ſuppoſed rights, of 


our anceſtors, or any CLAIM, TITLE, OR INTEREST therein; 


nor do we admit any title, as a foundatjon of right, which 


is not eftabliſhed and acknowledged by the laws of the realm, as they 
now fand. We deſire, further, that whenever the patriot- 
iſm, liberality, and Juſtice of our countfymen, ſhall reſtore 
to us a participation in the Eleftive F ranchiſe, no Catholic 


mall bo permitted to vote at any election for members to 
ſerve in Parliament, unleſs he ſhall previouſly take an oath 


to defend, to the utmaſt of his power, the arrangement of pro- 


perty in this country, as efablihied 2 tbe diſſcrent atis of 
Meer _ $, ettlement, 


IX, It 


„ 


IX. It has been objedted to us, that we wiſh to ſubvert 
_ *the preſent Church eſtabliſhment, for the purpoſe of ſub- 
ſtituting a Catholic eſtabliſhment in its ſtead : Now, we 
do hereby, DISCLAIM, DISAVOW, and $0LEMNLY ABJUBE any 
ſuch intention; and further, if we ſhall be admitted into 
any ſhars of the Conſtitution, by our being reſtored to the 
right of Elective Fyanch , we are ready, in the moſt ſolemn 
manner, to declare, that we wILL NoT EXERCISE that privi- 
lege TO DISTURB AND WEAKEN THE ESTABLISHMENT OF THE 
PrOTESTANT KELIGION, OR PROTESTANT * 
IN THIS C COUNTRY: 


Signed by Order, and on Behalf of the General 
Committee of the Catholics of Ireland, 


EDWARD BYRNE, © 
: n. 


| RICHARD M*CORMICK, 
SECRETARY. 


THE LETTER, 
| $415. 1.9.52-$rewam—d Mo 
5 AND 
THE PLAN 


ALLUDED TO BY THE CORPORATION OF DUBLIN, 
THE GRAND-JURIEs, &. 


* 
* 
. 


At a Meeting of the Sub-Comultivs of the Catholics of 
Ireland, Epwazp BrxxzE, Eſq. in the Chair, 


RucoLyny hy the following Lzrrzx be circulated. | 
SI 25 


HIS Letter, with che Plan which accompanies its 

is tranſmitted to You, by order of the Sub-Com- 
mittee. You will perceive that the obje& of this Plan is 
to procure a fuller attendance of country gentlemen. to 
aſſiſt, by their advice and influence, the meaſures adopted 
by the Committee to pracure for the Catholics the ELEC- 
TIVE FRANCHISE, and an equal participation in the 
benefits of the TRIAL BY JURY. You will pleaſe to 
loſe no time in ſubmitting this to the reſpectable Catholics 
of your county; You will pleaſe alſo to inform them, 
that ſeveral reſpectable independent country gentlemen, 
lately in Dublin, had frequent conſultations, for the 
laudable * of wang to the Committee Lord 


* 


( 


. 0 
ſelves from it. Theſe country gentlemen had the fatis- 
faftion to find, that the General Committee on one fide, 
and the gentlemen who had entered into ſeparate addreſſes 
on the other, mutually regretted their diviſion; which, they 
Raw, was uſed by the opponents of the Catholics, as a pretext 
for . withholding from our people the Ele&ive Franchiſe, 
and an equal participation in the benefits of the Trial by 

Jary. It is on all ſides agreed, that if the Catholics are 
ALL united in this juſt and ' reaſonable requeſt, eſſential to 
the very exiſtence of our people—there will be a certainty 
of ſucceſs, It depends then on ourſelves, whether we ſhall 
be freemen—or ſlaves! We fay, effential to the very ex- 
_ iſtence of our people; for, as the rage for electioneering 
- intereſts increaſes, our wealthy farmers muſt either pay 
beyond the value for lands, or reſign them to Proteſtant 
frecholders when out of leaſe ; our poorer yeomanry will of 
courſe be expelled, and driven into beggary. Let us all then, 
ſpeak with one voice, and ſupplicate the 14 mg for 


juſlice—and we ſhall receive it. 


Theſe independent country gentlemen have received from 
Lord Fingal, and the gentlemen who have acted with him, 
the moſt poſitive declarations—thar they will never again enter 
into any act to oppoſe the General Committee in their 
endeavours to obtain the emancipation of the Catholics; 
and it is determined.—tbat all former differences in opinion 
thall be buried in oblivion on both ſides. 


The Committee had decided to ſend ſome of their body, 
to propoſe to the counties to appoint . Delegates to the 
Committee, of whoſe attendance there would be a certainty ; 
and our Chairman had actually left Dublin, with intention 
to go through great parts of Ireland for this purpoſe; 
the independent country. gentlemen, as before mentioned, 
took up the ſame idea themſelves, (before they Krlew the 
Committee had determined upon it) and they, and Lord 
Fingal and his friends, all agreed in gſſing ſuch a meaſure | 
on the Committee, as an additional means of reuniting”. 
— | 
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Lord Fingal, his friends, and the country gentlemen 


before mentioned, ſeemed at firſt inclined, that the 


preſent Committee ſhould be diſſolved; an opinion, how- 
ever, which further reflection on the various difficulties 
reſulting from ſuch a meaſure, the doubts entertained of 
the competency in the Committee to diſſolve itſelf, and 
the conſideration that a diſſolution muſt neceſſarily occur 


early in 1793, induced them to forego. 
The Plan incloſed, ſanctioned by the General Committee, 


by theſe independent gentlemen, and by Lord Fingal 
and his friends, is recommended to your zeal to have 


carried 1 into immediate execution in your county. 


Gene by Order, 


- 


RICHARD MCCORMICK, 


SECRETARY,.,' 


ON THE MANNER OF CONDUCTING THE 
. ELECTIOM OF DELEGATES. 


- 


* 
* 


our affairs, that the Delegates be choſen in ſuch a man- 
ner as to make it appear evident, that the nomination of 
ſuch delegates is authoriſed by all the People. But as it 


might be imprudent to call a meeting of all the Catholics of 


a county” -for the purpoſe of proceeding to ſuch an election, 
it is therefore ſuggeſted that one or two of the woſt re» 


ſpectable perſons in each pariſh be appointed electors, at a 


meeting to be held at ſuch private houſe in the pariſh, as mw 
"MF 4 


T will be of great importance, in the preſent ſtate of 5 


* 
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be moſt convenient to the inhabitants. Theſe ſeveral 
electors, ſo appointed, may meet at any central place, for 
the purpoſe of chooſing from one to four (as it may appear 
moſt expedient to them) of their own reſidents, as Delegates 
to the General Committee; no one to be eligible who ſhall 
not ſolemnly promiſe to attend his duty in Dublin, when 
required to do ſo by order of the Committee, or at leaſt 
who ſhall not pledge himſelf to attend in his turn. It is 
_ alſo ſuggeſted that, in addition to the xesIDENT Delegates, 
each county do appoint at the ſame time, as aſſociate 
Delegates for ſuch county, one or two (as it may ap- 
pear beſt to the electors) xesienT inhabithts of Dublin, 
whoſe buſineſs it ſhall be, to keep up a regular correſ- 
pondence with their colleagues in the country, and to in- 
form the county through them, of all proceedings in the 
General Committee, at ſuch times as the county Delegates 
ſhall be abſent. It is to be underſtood that attendance on 
the part of the county Delegates will not be required, 
except on important occaſions. In this, however, they are 
to ſtudy their own convenience; if they all come often, we 
are perſuaded that the Committee will derive ſatisfaction 
and profit from their preſence and advice. 


As ſoon as the gentlemen of your county ſhall have ap- 
pointed Delegates, it will be neceſſary to call Taxzir 
attention to the firſt great buſineſs which ſhall probably 
engage the General Committee, viz. An humble application 
to our Gracious Sovereign, ſubmitting to him our loyalty 
and attachment, our obedience tothe laws, a true ſtatement 
of our ſituation, and of the laws which operate againſt us; 
and humbly beſeeching—that we may be reſtored the 
_ ELECTIVE FRANCHISE, and an equal participation in 
the benefits of the TRIAL BY JURY. We have the' 
FIRST AUTHORITY for aſſerting that this application, 
will have infinite weight with our Gracious Sovereign and 
with Parliament, if our friends are qualified to declare, that 
it is the univerſal wiſh of EVERY Catholic in the Nation. 
To enable therefore your Delegates and the General 
Committee to ſucceed in your behalf, it will be neceſſary 
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that the Meeting enter into Reſolutions i in any wards they 
chooſe to the following effect : 


— — 


At a mecting of the Catholics of the 3 


| regularly convened, this Day of RE: 1 798, 


3 in the Chair : 
 RESOLFED That „ this Combe ant” +, 
of the City of Dublin, have been this Day choſen by the Catholics 


of this "ROO their Delegates to the General C. 


f 


RESOL FED, 


| That it is our inflruftion to our ſuid Delegates, to ſupport in . 


ſaid Committee, as the voice of all the Catholics of this county, 


that an humble repreſentation be made to our Gracious Sovereign, 
and to Parliament, of the many ſevere laws which oppreſy bis 
Majeſty's faithful ſubjes, the Catholics of Ireland, althou 
cauſe, founded in wiſdom or policy, is aſſigned for their conti. 
nuance ; imploring it, as efſentjal to our protection, and to ſecure 
an impartial diſtribution of juſtice in our favour, that we be 
reflared to the ELECTIVE FRANCHISE, and an equal 


| nn. in the ben-fits of the TR TAL BY JUR 7. 


4 


According to its preſent form of conſtitution, the Ge- 
neral Committee is open not only to perſons delegated by 
others, but to every- Roman Catholic of landed property 
in the kingdom. From this mixture of REPRESENTA- 
TIVE and PERSONAL aſſociation, inconveniencies which 


every one may remember, but which at preſent it is uſeleſs 
to dwell on, have ariſen. To guard againſt ſimilar incon- 


veniencies in future, we have recommended to your con- 
ſideration the above ſketch of a new ſyſtem ; the object of 
which is to give to the Committee ſomewhat more of a 
REPRESENTATIVE, and ſomewhat leſs of an INDIVI- 
DUAL capacity ; and we beg leave to offer you the fol 
. obſervations in ſupport or our — 


Men 
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Men appointed by others muſt hold themſelves account. 
able to thoſe from whom they derive their truſt; and there- 
fore muſt regulate their conduct by the ſtandard of general 
opinion; or, if they be unwilling to take ſuch a ſtandard 
for their rule, and to obey the inſtructions of their conſti- 
tuents, they may be removed from the places they hold, to 
make room for others more practicable, and leſs inclined 
to ſet the dictates of private ſentiment, or private intereſt, 
in oppoſition to the general will, and the public good. 
Under a ſyſtem which is thus xEPRESENTATIVE, and where 
the truſt is revocable at pleaſure, SEDUCTION cannot be 
practiſed, nor can bivislox again take place; or at leaft 


the remedy is ſo near the evil, that little danger is to be ap- 
prehended from either. 


Our plan, by making attendance a duty, will, we appre- 
hend, ſerve to bring a greater number of Country Gentle- 
men into the Committee than have formerly appeared 
among us. While admiſſion remains ſo caſy as it does at 
preſent, and while ſo many perſons are exempted from 
reſponſibility and controul, we have little reaſon to expect 
that country gentlemen will deſert their homes and their 
immediate concerns to promote an intereſt Which is 
remotely or obſcurely, felt; but we hope that the honour- 
able diſtinction of repreſenting others, added to the obli- 
gation of a ſolemn promiſe, will not fail to reconcile 
jhoſe who ſhall happen to be delegated, to admit of ſome 
temporary hardſhips, in order to promote the public good. 
By collecting occaſionally a number of Country Gentle- 
men in Dublin, we flatter ourſelves, that the Committee 
will be enabled to ſpeak the ſentiments of its conſtituent 

members with  diſtinneſs and preciſion; and that the 
country parts of the kingdom will be provided with the 
ſureſt means of acquiring whatever information may 
be neceſſary on the ſubje& of Catholic affairs. From this 
prompt communication of opinion and intelligence, we 
foreſee great advantages; advantages which under the 
preſent ſyſtem are wholly beyond our rfach ; as the landed 
gentlemen are reſponſible only to themſelves, and as the 
Dublin Delegates have frequently little knowledge of 
their conſtituents. The attendance of a greater number of 


country 
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country gentlemen will | juſtify ſuch a e of the 
number of Delegates for the metropolis in the General 
Committee, as may be judged adviſable; a meaſure which 


yas always deſirable, but which could not be heretofore 


accompliſhed, as the attendance of landed gentlemen was 


ſo uncertain and irregular. 


Every endeavour ſhould be uſed to cultivate and im- 
prove the friendſhip of our clergy. The clergy and laity, 


having but one intereſt, ſhould have but one. mind, and 
ſhould therefore mutually combine their talents, their opi- 


nions and their exertions, in order to effectuate our com- 


mon emancipation. This union of ſentiment and deſi 


this interchange of counſel, and of aid, will ſerve to 
ſtrengthen the bonds of a common friendſhip, and will be 
the beſt ſecurity againſt in innovation in matters which relate 
to religion, 


The clergy being the natural a of morality, will 
undoubtedly conſent to co-operate with the laity, when 
they conſider that the ceſtoration of the Elective Franchiſe 
to the Catholic community will tend to prevent thoſe 


| perjuries which are ſo common at, and which. diſgrace 


the return of electioneering conteſts. By ſuch conduct, 
will the clergy ſecure to themſelves that influence over the 
laity of their own, perſuaſion, which it is uſeful that good 


clergy ſhould have; and that reſpectability among perſons 


of other perſuaſions, which muſt naturally reſult from fhe 
encreaſed importance of the people to whom they belong. 
It is unneceſſary to point out the advantages which a 
reſtoration of the Eleftive Franchiſe would produce in our 
habits and modes of life, in the ſtate- of national as well 
as individual happineſs. Let it ſuffice to ſay, that not only 
laymen, but every Catholic biſhop and prieſt, would, 
by the acquiſition of ſo valuable a privilege to the Ca- 
tholic body at large, find his condition. meliorated in a va- 
riety of ſhapes and circumſtances, which cannot eaſily be 
reduced within the compaſs of exact calculation. The filent 
operation of this right would, in the lapſe of time, con- 
tribute to raiſe a reſpectable yeomanry in the kingdom; and 
chis yeomanry, giving on the one hand a new infuſion of 
- vigour 
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vigour to the commonwealth, would, on the other ſupply i 


a fund, from which the clergy would derive the means of 


a more honourable ſupport, and more proportionate to 4 


their uncommon labours and merits, than at preſent they 1 


enjoy. 


When this plan ſhall have been adopted, and the returns 
in conſequence made, the Committee will in the courſe 
of next Winter, conſider, as a meaſure of the Jaſt impor. 


tance, what further improvements may be neceſſary in the 


mode of elefting Delegates on future occaſions; in order to 


ſecure a permanent, extenſive, and effectual method of | 


collecting the general fenſe of the Catholics of Ireland. 
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We. beg leave again to recommend it you moſt ears 
neſtly, to carry the above Plan into 1MMEDIATE execu- 


tion. It is of the utmoſt conſequence, that we ſnould have 


this addition of Country Gentlemen as soo as PossIBLE, 


in order to give due weight and efficacy to our humble 
application to the Throne, which we are AbvtisEn to make 


this Summer, before the Parliamentary arrangements are 
formed for the enſuing Winter. 


As ſoon as your Delegates ſhall have been choſen, we 
requeit that you will make a return of their names and 


addreſs to our — . A. Richard AF Gormick, Maris. 


Alley, Dubliũ. 


